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takably an aristocrat's; Vandyke gives all his sitters the same lovely hands, but with Wentworth's he may have been accurate, for even Henrietta commented on their beauty. There was nothing aristocratic about his friend. Twenty years before Wentworth's birth, a respectable clothier's widow in Reading married a second respectable clothier, and their only child was William Laud. He was sixty before Vandyke painted him, and even Vandyke cannot hide the resemblance to a provincial schoolmaster with a faint air of surprise at the wickedness of the world. He was more learned than his friend, as befitted his calling; a professorship he founded at Oxford still testifies to his interest in Arabic. He was of tiny stature, inclined to fuss, inclined to be irritable. He was one of the few great Churchmen who never commanded the affection or allegiance of women. He was something of a saint, while Wentworth had some very human failings. He was utterly ignorant of the courtier's art. He never forgave himself a sin of his youth, when he presided at the marriage of a divorced woman to please a patron. He cared less than Wentworth for ease or money, and shared his hatred for slackness and self-seeking, his love of order and discipline. Both looked to the Crown as the safeguard against all evils : neither wished it to be above the law or act with arbitrary tyranny, but, while Wentworth always believed that Parliament could be led or driven into the service of good government, Laud referred to it as " that noise." In a sense, the Crown betrayed them, because, though they did not realize it, only despotism could have made their programme possible, and Charles refused to be a despot. Neither could see any divergence between the interests of the Crown and the interests of the English people, and both died for their narrow but not ignoble faith. Wentworth's work perished with him, and for two centuries England was a paradise for all he hated. Much of Laud's remains to this day.
The Roman Catholics maintain that a country which